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Welcome Message from the Chair, Professor April DeConick

The motto of Rice University is strikingly bold.
"UnconventionalWisdom." It is a motto that we love to own

4 becauset describeghe kind of intellectualcommunitythat we

* createand foster in the Departmentof Religion To study here
. meansto challengethe statusquo, to investigatewhatis not
obvious,to reimaginewhatwas,is andcanbewhenit comesto

¥ religion. To study here meansto enter an intellectual

i communitywherecritical thought,disciplinedtraining,and

- innovationintersecwith religion.
|

We are a bold internationalfaculty with specialtiesthat range
acrossmany fields and approachesWe are marvelouslyinterdisciplinaryand pluralistic,
studying everythingfrom the rich diversity of early Judaismand Christianity to superhero
comics and the paranormalfrom medievaland renaissancenysticismand magicto African
witchcraft, from the origins of Islamto modernapocalypticismand cultural pessimismfrom
Buddhistmodelsof the mind to Freudianpsychologyfrom modernart andspirituality to hip
hop, from theancientNew Age to the modernday expansiorof gnosticism.

|

Why study religion? Why do it differently from the churches,mosquessynagogues,
temples,and theologicalschools?Religion is a powerful force with many facetsand layers.
It is partof a biggerhistorical,social,culturalandpolitical networkthatlinks us to the way
we perceiveour world and our place, as humanbeings within it. Many peoplegrow up in
a particularreligious tradition, which comesto define their view of themselvesand their
relationshipto othersand the world. The classeswe offer, the conferencesve sponsorthe
bookswe write aim to createa spacefor steppingbackand viewing religion from other angles
and perspectivesfor asking questionsthat may be consideredway-out" or even"banned"by
the religions themselvesWe seekanswersthat help us face and overcomereligious
intoleranceby informing us aboutotherviews, challengingur religious stereotypesand
addressindearsthat sometimedeadto hostility andviolence.

|

This doesnot meanthat our approachis antitheticalto religion. While we approach
religion from the perspectiveof free andinformedintellectualinquiry, we do sowith an
empathythat doesnot privilege any particular religion. While we take sincerelythe claims
of religionsandreligiouspeople,our investigationsarenot boundto the authority of any
particularreligiouscommunity, scripture,or person.For our studentsthis perspectiveoften
leadsto religious awarenessnd selfevaluation.it facilitatesa conversatiorthat promisesto
revealsharedunderstandingandreal differencesbetweenreligiouspeople,someof which have
existedfor centurieslf offersaplacefor all of us- faculty andstudentalike - to freely seekthe
difficult andrisky answerdo the whys and whereforeof religion. Studyingwith us means
engagingquestionsof humandiversity, purposeand meaningin a global world. It is a study
that takesvery seriouslyreligious pluralism,thatengageshe modernreality of religious
diversity, andassistasin trying to build understanding acrosgglinesof religious difference.
Welcometo our community

Graduate Studies Procedural Handbook Page 4
2016 - 2017
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Welcometo Rice andthe next phaseof your intellectual
developmentWe are proud of the standingof this departmenbn
campusandon the nationaland internation stage,and you were
admitted becausge are convinced you can playole in the
ongoingsucces®f Religion at Rice and beyond. We'relelighted
to haveyouin the department anave look forward to your
involvementin classesptherprofessionahctivitiesandthe
generallife of the departmentWhile your primary advisoris
available toaddressyour questionsand concernsjf | canbe of
anyassistancéeel free tocontactme.

Again, welcometo Rice! Cheers!

"HBI6&S'(1)' &Y (+ #-.(%&H$/10$1%2L-3 ! $4(15
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(54 credithours/18hours,includingthetwo requiredseminarsbelow) to be completedh first

two years Students are expected to make satisfactory progress toward the degree in a timely
manner and maintain a minimum GPA c6f[B.67)

RELI 527History andMethods:NineteentiCentury or Equivalent

RELI 559History andMethods:TwentiethCentury or Equivalent

*Studentstypically takethreecourseseachsemesterHowever,a studentOgrimary advisormay
require additionalvork asneeded.

|

O*/*-#. (3'+'#'56(7#/8%#8(3'4%*"-'1&+( (
To be completedby theendof thesummerof thesecondyear.

Demonstrateroficiencyin two modernresearcHanguagesusually Frenchand German.
|

Studentsstudyingancientlanguagesvill haveadditionalcourseworkhatmust be completed
prior tocomprehensivexams.
!

0% *+%/8;(<*"+&(="#" () &% H/&

First year students are expected to meet regularly with her/his praahagor Through these
meetings, thadvisorprovides guidance related to coursework, language trainingythad
dimensions of the program. In addition, questions regarding the general structure of the Ph.D.
program should be brought to the attention ofGin@duate Directoat any time.

(
O/I%#. O++'++-'/& (3>2"&

In the first weekof Juneeachyear,the Gradu#e Director sendselectronicforms of the
GraduateStudentAnnual Reportto all graduatestudentsn the program.in this email, the
GraduateDirector requestghat eachstudentcompletethe studentportion of theform and

forwardthe completedorm to the advisorand Department Coordinator
!

)52/$ E#" (37 |

Written and Oral review of student'sprogresstoward degree,to determineif satisfactory
progresss beingmadeandwhatneedso happenn orderfor studentto achievecandidacyin

timely manner Students are required to provide their portfolio, including progress narratives, all
seminar papers, unofficial transcripts, language completion forms, and two annual reports.

@'$#8280@" #5858 IB'(52->.'&'S (+/ (&6*"®"(C2%"&oH"!
RELI 530

"H$Y6&S$'(1)' &Yo*(+] H#-. (% &HS/10$1%24-3 ! $4(15
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The Qualifying Examsaretypically takenduring the springof the fourth yearand are tde
completedby endof thefourthyear. (Studentsare not allowed to substituteresearchpapers
in place of exams.)The Qualifying Examswill be four innumbe:
1. Methods and History of the Disciplirffeequired of all studenfs
2. one exandedicated t@ particular religious traditioar graduatearea of
concentration
3. one exandedicated t@ particular methodologyr theoreticabrientation
4. onethematicconcentratia examselectedby the studentin consultationwith her
or hisadvisor

See faculty examiners for book lists.
!

01*&+&,!/(2*2/13,!

Candidacy achievement shoulddcompletedoy endof thefourthyear.Completionand
submissiorof Petitionfor Approval of Cardidacyfor a Doctoral DegreeFormis required(see

page27).
!

4%")$&156)

To be completeavithin a yearof achieving candidacylhe dissertation prospectus must be
written in cooperation witl dissertatiorsupervisorandat leasttwo other thesis committee
members(member within the department and member outside the departmebnsultation
with the dissertation supervisor, ttissertationproposalmustbe submittedoy the studenin a
standardwritten form to the Director of Graduate StudieBhe piospectus is then orally

defended. For details about the process see pp0.29
!

7%))&%5/5*"(

The dissertationmust be written and defendecdby the end of the 8" yearin the program.As

part of the writing process, students must meet thiglchair of thei dissertation committee at
least once a semester to discuss their progress. For additional information on the dissertation
defense, see ODissertatiogféhse Proceduress@épage3l).

Students are expted to present their thesis agublic commencemertecture in the spring
semester that they graduate.

!
8&/1'%(9,:$$"%56(*5*&), <&%+*1&,=&>6*%&#&(5)

Each studentmay apply to teacha total of 1-2 coursesafter the fourth year.However,
preferencevill be given toestudentsn the 6-8 years ofstudy(see age33).

In exchangdor the stipend,studentsarerequiredto provide7 hoursof serviceto the
departmentThis is to be worked out with the primary advisor and canincluderesearch
assistance.

"H%0&$' (1) &0 (+] #-. (Y &HS/10$1%24-3 ! $4(15
789116785



IS8, (3)*$Yo+ #-)$+6./)#

Refer to General Announcemeguidelines for

Academic Probation and Dismisghttp://ga.rice.edu/Home.aspx?id=2147483680
Petition and Appealsftp://ga.rice.edu/GR_disputgs/

Grievances and Problentsttp://ga.rice.edu/Home.aspx?id=138

To change advisorseet with the Director of Graduate Studies. If the advisor is the
Director of Graduate Studies, students should meetthatibepartment Chair.

K K K K

For more information regarding program requirements, students should refireDegree
Requirementgseepage9).

In addition to being in agreement with the regulation stated in this departmental handbook,
students must also e agreement with th&eneral Announcemenésd theCode of Conduct.

In case there is conflicting information, universityde regulations take precedence over
departmentvide regulations, which take precedence over research-grolgoregulations.

In dowbt, students should seek help first at the department level (graduate coordinator, director of
graduate studies, advisor, and/or department chair) and therncantre administration level
(Office of Graduate and Postdoctoralides).

When planning veations, students should be mindful of ongoing academic obligations and
responsibilities. Students should consult with their advisors to be certain that all department

obligations are met.
|

0/.&™,1'%#2'3"45%&'6/78%/+/#%./)#

Rice encourages any student wias experienced an incident of sexual, relationship, or other
interpersonal violence, harassment or gender discrimination to seek support. There are many
options available both on and off campus for all graduate students, regardless of whether the
perpetator was a fellow student, a staff or faculty member, or someone not affiliated with the
university.

Students should be aware when seeking support on campus that most employees are required by
Title IX to disclose all incidents of neconsensual interpaysal behaviors to Title 1X

professionals on campus who can act to support that student and meet their needs. The therapists
at the Rice Counseling Center and the doctors at Student Health Services are confidential,
meaning that Rice will not be informedalt the incident if a student discloses to one of these

Rice staff members. Rice prioritizes student privacy and safety, and only shares disclosed
information on a neetb-know basis.

If you are in need of assistance or simply would like to talk to sameplease call Rice
Wellbeing and Counseling Center, which includes Title IX Supgoi3) 3483311 Policies,
including Sexual Misconduct Policy and Student Code of Conduct, and more information
regarding Title IX can be found safe.rice.edu

Graduate Studies Procedural Handbook Page 8
2016 - 2017
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Fifty-four creditsof coursework(18 coursesarerequiredfor the Ph.D. The Department
recognizesandembraceghe fact that the study of religion is aninterdisciplinaryproject that
requiresforms of knowledgand methodologies fromhifferentintellectual traditions. We thus
encourage each student to take coursework outside the Depatioweter, nomorethanone
fourth of all creditscountedtowardsthe Ph.D.in Religionwill be acceptedfrom other
departmentsThis doesnot precludea student, of course,from exceeding this credit
requirement.

Two departmenseminarRELI 527 and559) arerequiredandareusuallytakenduring the
first andsecondspringsemestersf the student'scareer.The seminarswill generallydraw most
of their requiredreadingsfrom the bibliographies.developedby the faculty, for the first and
third Qualifying Exams,which all studentsare requiredto take (seebelow).

It is expected that the student will work through a reading list and written assignmewnsdesdu
to requirements for 500/600 level courses, in conjunction with faaditisos. (See faculty
examiners for book lists.)

Graduate Studies Procedural Handbook Page 9
2016 - 2017
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All Ph.D. studentsare expectedto passreadingexamsin two secondaryresearchanguages,
that is, two languagesn which modernscholarshipis written. Normally, theselanguagesre
Frenchand German.In rare casesEnglishmay be countedfor studentdfor whom Englishis a
secondanguage Theseexamsmust be taken during the student® coursework and before
the Qualifying Exams

I

In additionto thesetwo languageequirementsall studentsaareexpectedo obtain proficiencyin
thelanguage(sdf their primary sourcedor their dissertatiorresearchand scholarlycareer.
The studentOdissertationadvisorand committeewill determine thetatusof this linguistic
proficiency.

|

0&*+)*$' -).4&)54"&1

Languageequiremerd are implementecand monitoredby the committeeon languages
(Directorof GraduateStudies Drs. FangerandHenze,with the cooperatiorof other memberesf
the Department of Religiofaculty asnecessary).

|

Studentsplanningto take the languageexaminatios mustarrangefor thetestin conversation
with appropriatanemberof the Committeeon LanguagegDrs. Claire Fangerand Matthias
Henze).Examinationsare takenthe second Friday of September, Novembanuary and
March. Thereis also asummerexamdatesetby thelanguagelepartmentsiponcompletionof
the summerdanguagecourseghatthe studentmayelectto take.

|

Studentsmay use a conventionallanguagedictionary during the exam. This excludes
computeror internet dictionariesand accessto computeror internet translatioraids.
Studentswho take examsadministeredby the languagedepartments during trimmemust
alsoabideby thisprocedure.

|

All languageexamsmustbe completedand passedorior to settingup with the advisorthe
comprehensiveexams.deally, studentsshould be completingtheir languageequirements in
their secondyear of coursework.

|

0&*+)*$ '69&A&1%"0$11

Becauseof the recognizedcentrality of Frenchand Germanfor the study of religion across
variousdisciplinesandsubjectsthe Department of Religion@smaryfocus involvesthe
developmenbf mechanismgor administeringand monitoringthe languagerequirementvith
regard tahesetwo languagesExaminationsfor Frenchand Germanare arrangedoy the
studentOadvior andthe appropriatememberof the Committeeon Languagesandthey canbe
taken the second Friday of September, Novembeayaly and March

|

After receivingapprovalto take the examfrom the studentOadvisorandthe appropriate
memberof the Committeeon Languagesstudentanustsubmit(at leastthreeweeksbeforethe

"H$Y8S$'(1)' &0 (+! H#-.(%&H#S/10$1%24-3 ! $4(156
76580765:!



exam) to Dr. Claire Fanger (for French) and Dr. Matthias Henze (for German) the book from
which they would like to be tested. If the book is approved, Dr. Fanger or Dr. Henze will
select an appropriate section and use it to test the student. Examinations are graded by the
appropriate member of the Committee on Languages.

Examinations for other languages should be arranged with the student’s advisor, a member of the
department faculty equipped to test the student, and in consultation with the Committee on
Languages (Director of Graduate Studies, Dr. Fanger and Dr. Henze).

Exam dates are the same for all languages.

I"HSYOHE ((+*H#)-Yot-. AHOWHE' ()1 *

Students needing coursework in order to prepare for the language examinations in French and
German should plan to take the summer courses. These courses, taught in May, alternate
between French and German. Students are advised to find out in advance which language will be
offered during a given year.

Graduate Studies Procedural Handbook Page 11
2016 - 2017
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Hebrew,Syriac,Greek,Latin, Coptic,Arabic,andTibetan
|

Theselanguageexamsare requiredfor studentswho needto work in primary source
original languagetexts. They are meantto preparethe studentdor dissertatiorresearchand
their scholarlycareer. They do not replacethe requirementfor the studentto passproficiency

testsin two modernresearch languagéspically FrenchandGerman.
|

Professorsesponsible for thessxamsshouldbe consultedlirectly by thestudent.
* Cook [Arabic]
* DeConick [GreekCoptic]
* FangeiLatin]
* Henze [HebrewSyriac]
* Klein [Tibetan]

Working with the professor, the student will prepare texts in genres deemed most relevant to the

student's area of research.

Although the format and length of the exam is at the professorOs discretion, the proficiency exam
must consist o& minimum of three passages chosen from genres in which the student has been

working. At least one of the passages must be a sight passage.

Students cannot use computerrdgernetdictionaries or access computer or internet translation
aids, except in s@s where professor determines otherwise. Whether traditional lexicons can or

cannot be used is the professor's prerogative.

The language exams determined central to the studentOs field of study must be completed and

passed prior to setting up with thdvisorthe comprehensivexams.
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Graduate Student Work Assignment Form

Graduate students are expected to work 7 hours per week in the department as long as they are
receiving a stipend from the department. This work includes assisting a professoswitlé
research, teaching (as long as the teaching assignment is not receiving credit for Pedagogy
Practicum), editing, organizing conferences, filing, and similar projects, or assisting the
Departmental Coordinator with office work.

Graduate studentshe are receiving a stipend must complete the Graduate Student Work

Assignment form at the beginning of each semester and return a hard copy to the Director of
Graduate Studies for Religion by the second Friday of the semester.

Name

Semester

Descrption of yourintendedwvork project

Student's signature Date
Faculty Member's signature Date
Graduate Studies Procedural Handbook Page 13
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Graduate Student Annual Report

In addition to regular meetings with the primary advisor, the annual report monitors progress
in the program.

* In the first week of June each year, the Graduate Director sends electronic forms of the
Graduate Student Annual Report to all graduate students in the program. In this e-mail,
the Graduate Director requests that each student complete the student portion of the form
and asks the student to then forward the completed form to the advisor.

* The Advisor and student should schedule an appointment in the beginning of May to
review the student’s progress in the program and complete electronically the advisor
portion of the form.

* The Advisor prints two copies of the form, giving one to the student and putting the other
in the student’s file in the main office. The Advisor forwards the completed electronic
form to the Graduate Director.

* The Graduate Director uses the information from the form to write letters to students who
are not making appropriate progress in the program. Written letters are distributed to each
of these students, and cc’d to the Advisor no later than the middle of July. A copy of the
letter is placed in the student’s file in the main office.

"H$Y8S$'(1)' &0 (+! H#-.(%&H#S/10$1%24-3 ! $4(156
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Graduate Student Annual Report Form

Part 1 (Graduate Student)

This part of the report is to be filled out by the student and e-mailed to the Advisor.

Name: Date:

Signature:

Advisor: Year program began:
Concentration:

Secondary Area of Concentration (if any):

Secondary Advisor (if any):

GPA: On probation (Y/N):

Total Religion Department courses: Total courses outside department:
Local address:

Home phone: Cell phone:

Email address(es):

Respond to the following prompts:

1. Outline your academic progress this past year (include areas of strength that you feel you
are developing; areas of weakness that you wish to improve and how we might make this
happen).

2. Identify areas of future interest (include what areas you would like to gain more
knowledge of in the coming years at Rice and how we might make this happen).

3. Outline your academic plans for the next academic year, including summer.

4. Outline where you are in thinking about your dissertation (if not already writing).

5. List any professional papers, panel discussions, etc. (if any) that you have given in the
last academic year.

6. List any publications (if any) that have appeared during the last year, indicating whether
they are referred publications or not.

7. List any pending publications with due dates.

8. List other honors or awards received during the last academic year.

Graduate Studies Procedural Handbook Page 15

2016 - 2017



Part 2 (Faculty Advisor)

This form is to be completed by the faculty advisor at the end of the Spring semester. The

advisor should see that the student is given a printed copy of this report. The Advisor should file
another printed copy in the student’s file in the main office. An electronic version should be

forwarded by the advisor to the Director of Graduate Studies.

Student Name:

Advisor: Date:

Advisor Signature:

Language Exams

French planned completion date: Date passed:

German planned completion date: Date passed:

If not French or German, other language:

Planned completion date: Date passed:

Comprehensive Exams

Only applicable after both language exams are passed

Exam 1 Subject: Tester:
Exam 2 Subject: Tester:
Exam 3 Subject: Tester:
Exam 4 Subject: Tester:

Planned completion date: Date passed:
Candidacy

Dissertation Form completed (date):

Dissertation Title:

Dissertation Committee:

Prospectus complete (date):

Graduate Studies Procedural Handbook
2016 - 2017
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Provide a BRIEF written evaluation below of the student’s progress in the program. Include (if
any) concerns that you may have about the student’s progress and plans that you and the student
have agreed to implement in order to address these concerns.

IMPORTANT: In completing this section, please write regarding these markers of success:
¢ Successful completion of coursework
* Advancement with respect to language requirements
e Fulfillment of service (7 hours) requirement
* Demonstration of satisfactory professional development (e.g., attending professional
meetings, submission of paper proposals to various conferences, publications, adequate
efforts to establish professional networks, participation in department events)

Graduate Studies Procedural Handbook Page 17
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Second Year Review

Every graduate student participates in a second year review in order to ensure the proper
progress and development of each Ph.D. student and to measure the quality of the program.

1. Students are required to provide their portfolio, including progress narratives, all
seminar papers, unofficial transcripts, language completion forms, and two annual
reports. The portfolio is submitted by the student to each member of the review
committee one week in advance of the oral review.

2. For the narrative, the graduate student writes a 5-10 page narrative discussing his/her
progress in the program to date, strengths and weaknesses, research trajectory, and plans
to complete the degree.

3. A 1%-hour oral review is scheduled by the student with his/her review committee.
The review committee consists of the Advisor, the Graduate Director, and any other
faculty member who may sit on the student’s thesis committee. These faculty
members should be selected in consultation with the Advisor and solicited by the
student.

4. The Graduate Director provides advisor, student AND the Department Coordinator
with written summary of feedback from the review committee regarding progress
toward the degree.

Graduate Studies Procedural Handbook Page 18
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Pedagogy Practicum

In return for their annual stipends, all students are expected to perform modest tasks for the
department and/or individual faculty. First-year students normally provide assistance to the
Department Coordinator in the main office. Second-, Third-, and Fourth-Year students are
expected to work no more than seven hours a week for a particular faculty member as a
research assistant.

In some cases, this might also involve providing teaching assistance for specific courses.
Faculty are expected to submit their request(s) for such assistance in the spring for the
upcoming fall to the Director of Graduate Studies (Graduate Advisor), who then coordinates
the assignments with the Graduate Representative. Students are strongly encouraged to
approach these assistantships as real and integral parts of the mentoring process and as
essential to their graduate education.

IMPORTANT:

If a student is enrolled in the pedagogy practicum, she/he will be granted 3 credit hours. This
work does not replace the required seven hours of department service required in exchange for
the stipend.

Graduate Studies Procedural Handbook Page 19
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Comprehensives

Comprehensives are administered every year in the third and fourth weeks of October, and again
in the third and fourth weeks of March. Exams take place on a Tuesday-Friday schedule. If an
exam date falls on an official holiday or university break, the exam will be scheduled to take
place on the first working- day following the break day.

All students should pass comprehensives no later than the second semester of their fourth year,
but ideally sooner. For students without a Master’s degree, this may mean enrolling in four
courses a semester. This should be done in consultation with the advisor.

Students must set up their exams in conversation with their Advisor and turn in the completed
Comprehensive Declaration Form (see page 21) to the Department Coordinator two weeks prior
to the exams.

Accommodations For Physical, Sensory, Cognitive, Learning, & Psychological Disabilities

The Department of Religion is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for students
with physical, sensory, cognitive, learning and psychological disabilities. At the Ph.D. level
this includes dimensions of program requirements such as qualifying examinations. Students
in need of special consideration for qualifying examinations must provide documentation of
their condition as well as indication of the needed accommodations. This request must be made
in writing and given to the Chair of the Department and the Director of Graduate Studies. It
should be made no later than one month prior to sitting for examinations.

Graduate Studies Procedural Handbook Page 20
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Qualifying Exam Petition

The student will petition to take a set of four Qualifying Exams. Exams 1 and 3 are
standard, with fixed bibliographies. However, students must list exams 2 and 4 and
explain in brief the logic for taking them, that is, how they fit into the general trajectories of the
student's research agenda. This process also includes presentation of bibliographies for exams 2
and 4. These bibliographies must be developed in consultation with appropriate members of
the faculty. Any special exam (such as the fourth Thematic Exam) will require the formal
approval (that is, a signature) of the faculty member(s) who will be reading and grading it.
Once the scheme and bibliographies for exams 2 and 4 are approved, examinations are
scheduled and written by the appropriate members of the faculty (the Qualifying Exams
Committee). This process usually takes places during the summer of the 3rd year or early fall of
the 4th year.

Qualifying Exams

The Qualifying Exams are typically taken during the spring of the 4th year. (Students are not
allowed to substitute research papers in place of exams.) The Qualifying Exams will be four in
number:

History, Theory, and Method of the Discipline (required of all students)

Religious Tradition (or graduate area of concentration)

Methodological or Theoretical Foundations

Thematic Concentration (selected by the student in consultation with her/his advisor)

el S S

Normally, the Qualifying exams are taken over a two-week period. Finally, students majoring in
the history of religions (and students interested in comparative work) are strongly encouraged to
take their second exam in a religious tradition that is not the subject of their dissertation in order
to demonstrate a developed comparative perspective. Students may also highlight their
comparative interests by addressing two traditions in Exam 2. Exam 1 will be based entirely on a
standard bibliography prepared by the entire faculty. For Exam 3, bibliographies corresponding
to the various methodological foundations will be prepared by the appropriate members of the
faculty. For some students, it may be useful to present two methodological foundations in Exam
3. This should be worked out with the appropriate members of the faculty.

Normally, each bibliography will include a required list of readings roughly equivalent to twenty
to twenty-five books. The bibliographies for exams 2 and 4 will be prepared by the student in
consultation with appropriate members of the faculty. Together, the Qualifying Exams are
designed to give the student a broad and solid reading foundation that he or she can draw on for
the rest of his or her career.

See faculty examiners for book lists.

Graduate Studies Procedural Handbook Page 21
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Exam Structure

1. History, Theory, and Methods of the Discipline

2. Religious Traditions or Graduate Areas of Concentration
African-American religions
African religions
Biblical religions
Buddhism
Christianity
Hinduism
Islam
Judaism
New Age and New Religious Movements
Bible and Beyond
Early Christian Studies
Global Christianity
History of Religions in America

3. Methodological Foundations
Religious Ethics
Contemplative Studies
Gender Theory
History of Religions
Philosophy of Religion
Psychology of Religion
Religion and the Social Sciences
Biblical Criticism and Scriptural Interpretation
Theology
Cognitive Study of Religion

4. Thematic Concentration

The Qualifying Exams Committee (composed of the Graduate Advisor and other appropriate
members of the faculty) will review the exams within a reasonable period of time. Marked
exams are returned and an oral interview (1-2 hours) is scheduled. During this interview the
student responds to questions related to the written examinations. If there are deficiencies in
the written exams that are not addressed adequately by the student during the oral interview,
the Qualifying Exam Committee can require the student to write a short essay (15-20 pages)
addressing the deficient areas.

Exams are given over a common two-week period during the spring and fall semesters of each
year.

Graduate Studies Procedural Handbook Page 22
2016 - 2017



Comprehensives Declaration Form

Student must complete this form and return it to the Department Coordinator two weeks in
advance of the first comprehensive scheduled. Students should make a copy of the completed
form for each of the examiners and for him-/herself.

Student Name:

Dates of Comprehensives:

Exam 1: History, Theory, and Method of Religion

Examiner Name Examiner Signature

Exam 2: Religious Tradition(s):

Examiner Name Examiner Signature

Exam 3: Methodological Foundations:

Examiner Name Examiner Signature

Exam 4: Thematic Concentration:

Examiner Name Examiner Signature
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Evaluation of Comprehensive Examiners

Student Name: Pass

Date:

Exam 1: History, Theory and Method of Religion

Examiner Signature:

Fail

Exam 2: Religious Traditions(s)

Examiner Signature:

Exam 3: Methodological Foundations

Examiner Signature:

Exam 4: Thematic Concentration

Examiner Signature:

Additional Comments:

Graduate Studies Procedural Handbook
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In order to be awarded a MasterOs Degree and aBtig¥eCardidacy, the comprehensive
exams must be successfully passadddition, the student must submit to the Department
Administrator
1. TheChecklist for PhD Candidadyith appropriate documentation)
2. Petition for Approval of Candidacy for a Doctoral Degree
3. Candidacy MasterOs Degi@ote: if an additionaldissertation committesember is
nonRice faculty include a copy o€V).

All studentsmustachievecandidacyno later thanthe secondsemestepf their fourth year, but
ideally, sooner.For studentsvithout a MasterOdegreethis may meanenrolling in four
coursesa semesterThis shouldbe donein consultationwith theadvisor.
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Checklist for PhD Candidacy, Religion

Graduate Student Date

[

1. Coursework

At time of candidacy student must have earned minimum of 36 credit hours. Upon
completion of oral defense, 54 minimum credits hours (18 courses) are required. Include
unofficial transcript downloaded from Esther.

. Annual Report

Every year during first week of April, Graduate Director sends electronic forms of the
Graduate Student Annual Report to all graduate students in the program. In this e-mail,
the Graduate Director requests that each student complete the student portion of the form
and asks the student to then forward the completed form to the advisor.

The Advisor and student should schedule an appointment in the beginning of May to
review the student’s progress in the program and complete electronically the advisor
portion of the form.

The Advisor prints two copies of the form, giving one to the student and putting the other
in the student’s file in the main office. The Advisor forwards the completed electronic
form to the Graduate Director.

. Two Department Seminars or its equivalent

RELI 527 HISTORY & METHODS: 19th CENTURY
RELI 559 HISTORY & METHODS: 20th CENTURY

. Language Training

Pass reading exams in both French and German. May petition to substitute another
modern research language for one of these, provided that the substituted language can be
shown to be more appropriate for student’s particular research agenda determined by the
student’s dissertation advisor and committee.
¥ Language #1 date passed
¥ Language #2 date passed

. Second-Year Review

To ensure proper progress and development of each PhD candidate, the Director of
Graduate Studies will solicit a substantive report from each second-year student in the
spring semester and hold an hour oral interview with each student along with their faculty
mentor. A summary of the report is given to the student on his/her progress in the
program.

. Comprehensive Declaration Form

Usually taken during the spring of the fourth year over a period of five days. (Students
are may not substitute research papers in lieu of exams.) The Qualifying Exams are four
in all and given over a two-week period during the spring and fall semesters of each year.

Graduate Studies Procedural Handbook Page 26
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Exam 1 will be based entirely on a standard bibliography prepared by the entire faculty.
Students majoring in the history of religions (and students interested in comparative work)
are strongly encouraged take Exam 2 in a religious tradition that is not the subject of their
dissertation to demonstrate a comparative perspective. Students may also highlight their
comparative interests by addressing two traditions in Exam 2. For Exam 3 appropriate
members othe faculty will prepare bibliographies corresponding to the various
methodological foundations. Some students may find it useful to present two
methodological foundations in Exam 3 worked out with the appropriate faculty member(s).

The student in congualtion with appropriate members of the faculty will prepare
bibliographies for exams 2 and 4. The Qualifying Exams are designed to give the student a
broad and solid reading foundation that she/he can draw on for the rest of her/his career.
Each bibliograpy will include a required list of reading equivalent to twenty to twdinty
books. Reading lists for exams are available from the Department Coordinator. The exam
structure, then, breaks down as follows:
¥ Methods and History of the Discipline (requirddadl students)
¥ One exam dedicated to a particular religious tradition: Afriarerican religions,
African religions, Biblical religions, Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam,
Judaism, New Age and New Religious Movements
¥ One exam dedicated to a partarumethodology or theoretical orientation:
Comparative religious ethics, gender theory, history of religions, philosophy of
religion, psychology of religion, religion & the social sciences, scriptural
interpretation, and theology
¥ One thematic concentratieexam selected by student in consultation with advisor

7. Evaluation of Comprehensive Examinations
The Qualifying Exams Committee (composed of the Graduate Advisor and other
appropriate members of the faculty) will review the exams within a reasonable period of
time. Marked exams are returned and an orahwew (12 hours) is scheduled. During
this interview, the student responds to questions related to the written examinations. If
there are deficiencies in the written exams that are not addressed adequately by the
student during the oral interview, the &itying Exam Committee can require the student
to write a short essay (42D pages) addressing the deficient areas.

8. Submit the documents
¥ Petition for Approval of Candidacy for a Doctoral Degree2jC
¥ Candidacy MasterOs Degreel(G

Graduate Coordinator Signature Date
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Candidacy for the Doctoral degree cannot be approved until the applicant has completed all course requirements, all
qualifying or preliminary examinations or department equivalent, and any foreign language requirements.

1. Name of applicant

(Last) (First) (M.1)

2. Department/Graduate program Student ID #

%0)00123to this application a current transcript (printed from  ebAppsf see your graduate coordinator).

%0)00123to this application a statement of all applicable departmental requirements for both course work and
qualifying or preliminary examinations.

%0)00123 student’s departmental checklist to candidacy to document how the student has fulfilled departmental
requirements.

3. Proposed thesis topic (tentative title)

A~

4 Thesis Committee, subject to the approval of the GPS. (045678 589:0) Please see the General Announcements
" —Zte "t%of T <oe% —SE ... fe'tec—<'e T —Stece | feec——T1ted

(a) Thesis Director

Committee Chair within the department (9:<9::686:0=

(b) Member >9039: the department

(c) Member 7?0@9<the department

Additional member(s)

*Thesis committees may later be changed. See http://graduate.rice.edu/thesis for additional information &

5. Signatures:

Date
Original signature of Department Chair or
Director of Graduate Studies

Date
Graduate Coordinator signature

Date

Dean of Graduate & Postdoctoral Studies

RETURN TO DEPARTMENT COORDINATOR
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It is strongly advisedthat candidatesfor degreecompletethe dissertatiornprospectusn
cooperation withthe Advisor within six monthsfollowing thecompletionof the
comprehensivexams.
|
¥ Thestudentin consultaton with the Advisor will write andsubmita prospectudo the
Director of GraduateStudiesfor the Department.This shouldbe submittedoy the end
of the semesterfollowing successfulcompletion of the comprehensivesand the
Dissertation ProspectusThe stidentthen enrollsas a candidatefor degree in RELI
800: Research and Thesis.

¥ Theprospectuwill bereviewedby a committeeconsisting ofthe Director of
GraduateStudiesthe Advisor, andthe other membersf thedissertation committee.

¥ The prospectuwill be submittedto the membersof the committeeat leastone week
in advanceof the review meeting. The committeewill meetwith the candidateo
discussthe proposal.At the endof the meeting,the prospectuwill eitherbe passed or
returned for moditationsor resubmission.

¥ Prospectusequirementz10005000words

Abstract

Articulatethe questionandthethesisin 500words StateQuestion/Literatur&eview
Sectionoutlining the secondaryesearcton the studentOguestionand/ora literature
review, with a discussionof the studentOsontributionto the stateof thequestion

Approach .
Explain the studentOapproachto the materials,with referenceto theoristsand/or
methodsappropriateto the studentOguestion

Contents
Describethe plannedconent of eachchapterof the dissertation

Timetable
Set up imetablefor completionof the project, with real deadlinesfor completionof
eachchapter

"#$%&$' (1) &Yo*(+! #-.(%&#$/10$1%2L-3 ! $4(156
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Student Name

Date of Prospectus Review Meeting:

Feaculty Presen{including Director of Graduate Studies)

Comments:

Prospectug\pproval:

Thesis Advisolprinted) Signature Date

Director of Graduate Studies (printed) Signature Date
"#$%&$'(1) &%o*(+!,#-.(%&#$/10$1%2L-3 ! ,$4(156
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Thedissertatiordefensealsocalledthe oral defensejs a public eventthatis announced tahe
Rice Community via the Office of GraduateStudies.The evenOs length igsually between
anhouranda half andtwo hoursandis moderatedy the Advisor of the particularcandidate

I

Theeventproceeds ifiour simplestages

1. Dissertationwriter will briefly (in no morethan10-15 minutes)summaize hig’her
dissertation topiandresearch.

2. The committeemembersngagehe studentvia any questionghat they chooseto ask.
Normally, eachcommitteememberwill be given a separatgurnto query thewriter.

3. After the questionsare exhaustecndthe committeefeelslike it has heardvhatit
needdo hear,thewriter andanyaudiencenemberswill beaskel to leavetheroom, at
which time the committeewill deliberateandcometo a decision abouthe dissertation.

4. Finally, the Ph.D.candidates broughtbackinto the room andinformedof theresults
of thedeliberation.

I

Fouroutcomesarepossible:(1) pas; (2) passwith distinction;(3) fail; and(4) revise.In the
latter casethe candidatehassix monthsto makeall necessary revisions.

I

For full details of all the requirementsand proceduresaroundthe oral defense,see
graduate.rice.edu/thesis
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[ ! DissertatiorProspectus Approval Form
Date:

[ ' DissertationApprovedby Committee tscheduleoral defense
Date:

[ ]! OralDefense
Date:

[|!Finalrevisionssubmitedandapproved
Date:

[ ] Pedagogy PracticunRELI 530
Students are expected to enroll in this course once during their years in the program and then
to assist as TAs in courses as needsaslt courses taugl{fsemester and year)

Thesis Director approval:

(printed name) (signature) (date)
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Each studentmay apply to teacha total of 1-2 coursesafter the fourth year.The course
may be independentlytaught or teamtaughtwith anothergraduatestudent(determinedby
the student®advisorand as approvedby the DepartmentChair andthe Directorof Graduate
Studies).
¥ If funding is available, the studentteachingthe course will receive $5,000 in
compensation.
¥ Studentsmust select courses offered by his/haadvisor in consultation with the

advisor
I

O/#:&;&$#.&,p

¥ The studentmust be in at leastthe fourth yea of the Religion Ph.D. program at the
time thecourseis taught.

¥ Thestudenimustbe ingood academistandingat thetime the courseis taught.

¥ The studentmust have successfullycompletedthe PedagogyPracticum(RELI 530)
and registerfor the appropria¢ advisoOssectionat the time the courseis taught.
Note thathe GraduateStudentTeachingopportunity doesnot substitutefor the

Pedagogyracticum.
!

<++:&%$#.&)

¥ Theapplicationmustbe madein consultatiorwith the studentQadvisor
¥ The studentmustapply to teacha coursefrom Course @erings (availableonline from
the RegistrarOs Office
¥ The studentmustsubmitthe GSI Request~orm (seebelow), a letter of supportfrom
the studentOprimary advisor the syllabus,a statemenbf teachingphilosophy(no
morethantwo pages ilength),andaCV.
¥ Thedeadlines for applicatiorexe:
0o Thel* Fridayof September(5 PM, CST) forSpringCourses
o Thel® Fridayof Jaruary (5 PM, CST) forFall Courses
¥ Applications are to be submittedto the DepartmentCoordnator, with a copy to the

Director of Graduate Studies and the Chair of the Department.
!

4""$.&," =-,$"66)

¥ Finalapprovalof coursesvill be maddy theChair andhe GraduateDirector.
¥ Studentswill be notified of theesults.
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Submit to Department Coordinator and Director of Graduate Studies.

Date received

It is important to remember that this is a competitive process, and students are not guaranteed a
course assignment.

Name DATE:

Year in Program

YES/NO (circle one) | have successfully completed Pedagogy Practicum RELI 530
YES/NO (circle one) | am currently enrolled in Pedagogy Practicum RELI 530
YES/NO (circle one) | have successfully passed Comprehensive Exams

| plan to take my Compreimsive Examsro

(date)
Course Title

~l'would like to teach this coming spring semester
__l'would like to teach next fall semester

Time preference

Checklist

[ ] Teaching Request Form

[ ] Syllabus

[ ] Statement of Teaching Philosophy
[ ] Course Goals

[]C.V.

l, , understand that teaching this course will be
compensated in the amount of $5,000 contingent upon the availability of funds, and that priority
will be givento student in the-8 year of the program.

(Signatureb Student)

(SignaturebAdvisor)

"#3%8&S$'(1)' &%0*(+!,#-.(%0&#$/10$1%2L-3 ! ,$4(1 56
/89:1;17894



I"HBY6& (¥ ++,-./'&.0 YD2-#3/#.")4.13".)  1"H#$%&'()566&6.4).

This work will count toward the-Z0 hours required in exchange for the stipend or for credit
(Pedaggy Practicum RELI 530 butwill not involve compensation from the departmdni.
positions are arranged with individual faculty members for specific courses. Students should
contact faculty members directly to make these arrangements.

The student padipates in the development of the syllabus

The student receives opportunities to lecture formally during the semester
The student arranges and leads discussion session

The student is responsible for managing course materials

The student participates evaluating and grading written assignments

IMPORTANT: The faculty member running the course must complet&thduate Student
Teaching Assistant (GSTA) forand providea copy of the form and syllabusttte Director of
Graduate Studies, the Chair bétDepartmenand theDepartmenCoordinatorby the following
dates

August 1 for Fall Courses

Decembed for Spring Courses

"H%0&$' (1) &0 (+] #-. (Y &HS/10$1%24-3 ! $4(156
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Before completinghis form, pleasereview the regulationgostedaspartof the graduatestudent
handbook

Faculty Member:

Course:

Semester:

CourseEnrollment:

Course Description:

Studentrequested for theourse:

StudentOgear in theprogram:

TeachingAssistam Work Assignmentgbe mindfulof therequirements):

Date form received

"#3%8&S$'(1)' &%0*(+!,#-.(%0&#$/10$1%2L-3 ! ,$4(1 56
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Graduate students may apply for additional funding through the folldRirgsources:
Certificate in the Study of Women, Gender, ardility from the Center for the Study of
Women, Gender, Sexuality (CSWGS)netime stipend of $5,000.
3CT Certificate Funding OpportunitieGraduateCertificate PrograrmResearch Travel Support
Onetime stipend of $5,000.
¥ 1"#3%&'&P()*+$#%,-&'&$B()*. /88 ((GEM) Certificate from the Department of
Religion. Onetime stipend of $5,000
¥ Instructor ofRecord in a Freshman Writing Intensive Seminar (FWIS) administered by
the Program in Writing and Communication (PWC).
¥ Tutoring work at the Center for WritteOral, and Visual Communication (CWOVS).

- JO# () 12"+ $/)*/((Yo345#.)6%2) TY%RSHEHHE,)-$+Y&$4

Each spring, the department chairs are invited to nominate continuing graduate students for the
following special endowed fellowshipthe final recipients arehosen by the Graduate Council.
The amount of the fellowship and the number of recipients vary from year to year.
¥ Lodieska Stockbridge Vaughn To provide a fellowship for a graduate student whose
record at Rice shows evidence of outstanding achievemepramise. Four or five
awards are usually given.
¥ Mellon Graduate Research SeminarThe Mellon Graduate Research Seminar provides
an opportunity to apply for a research stipend of approximately $6,900 as well as
conference funding upon completion. One nhaste passed Comprehensive Exams and
have research interest fitting with seminar topic to qualify. Applications are through the
Humanities Research Center in the spring semester for the following academic year and
require a ongpage statement of researckemnest and a onpage CV. See
http://hrc.rice.edu/seminarf®r further information.
¥ James T. Wagoner FellowForeign Study Scholarships Applicant is expected to
enroll in a foreign university or conduct resémant a foreign country. Funding ranges
from $3,50015,000 and is related to the scholarOs projected expenses for a year,
semester, or summer.

824#9/Y

¥ John Gardner Prize: The School of Humanities offers the $1,000 John Gardiner Prize to
the student with thbest dissertation in the School of Humanities. Submission is
determined by department. Dissertations are read by a committétuafighities faculty
from departments with graduate programs, and a joint recommendation is made to the
Dean of Humanities fdiinal approval.

"#3%8&S$'(1)' &%0*(+!,#-.(%0&#$/10$1%2L-3 ! ,$4(1 56
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Application must be submitted PRIOR to travel

Name Email
please p rint

Date

Purpose

Presentation Title

Dest ination

Travel Dates

Amount Requested

Requested conference funds from department this fiscal year?

If yes, identify trip/dollar amount of support

Yes
No

Please note, if awarded funding, you must complete a travel expense report in Concur no later

than 2 weeks after your travel has ended. Also, the de

travels to be used in the annual newsletter to be received no later than 2 weeks after your

travel has ended.

Signature of Applicant

Date

partment requests a summary of your

Approved

Department Chair

Request is approved for $

"#3%&S$'(1)' &%0*(+!,#-.(%0&#$/10$1%2}-3 !
/89:1;17894

Date
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School of Humanities Review & Approval Form for Independent Study Courses

Submit a copy of this completdorm to the Office of the Dean of Humanities.
|

Department and Catalog Number:
Title:

Level: Undergraduate Credit hours:

Graduate
Faculty Member:
Student:

Year and Term to be offered:

Include a @scripton of project, research, ceadingassignments ioattach a plan of study or
syllabus to this form.

The course plan or assignments as outlined aboadached hereto, has/have been discussed
and agreed to blyoth parties as the work which must be successtoltypleted to receive
course credit.

Faculty Member's signature Date

Student's signature Date

APPROVAL

Department Chair Date

"#$%&$' (1) &Yo* (+!,#-.(%8#$/10$1%2L-3 ! $4(156
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The GEM Certificate provides students with a theoretical orientation, which they then can apply
to thar chosen concentrationsd., African-American religions; African religions; Bible and
Beyond; Buddhism; Christianity; Hinduism; Islam; Judaisrmekican Religion; New Age and

New Religious Movement®tc). Traditionally the study of religion has privileged the
authoritative voices of the religious experts and the scriptural texts that uphold orthodox faith
traditions. This traditional approachnigres, marginalizes, and even sometimes literally
demonizes religious expressions that are against the grain or cannot be fit into the normative
worldview. These same expressions have also been identified by orthodox faith traditions as
"heresy." For ta long, scholars have been reluctant to consider this "other" material central or
vital to academic discussions of religion, while these alternative religious expressions have been
pejoratively labeled as the stuff of charlatans, the mentally ill, or gndolk.

It is our opinion that such an approach has failed to consider fully the process of the construction
of orthodoxy and heresy out of a plurality of competing religious voitess failure creates and
sustains political narratives of religiorathserve to protect orthodoxies from criticism and

promote their biases as historically soutddisregards religious voices that are vibrant

historical witnesses to the shaping of religious landscapes.

GEM is a new approach to the study of religiort th@es not privilege the public orthodox
framings but takes seriously the heterodox and esoteric currents that have been actively
repressed, censored, or marginalized in a variety of sociological, psychological, philosophical,
and political ways. GEM takes into account the plurality of religious voices and expressions,
including the neglected currents, in order to reconceive religibis approach also engages the
psychology and the phenomenology of religious experience, rather than relying exclousively
the authorial framings taught by the faith traditions and transmitted in their scriptural texts,
interpretations and rituals. While we recognize that the comparative categories of gnosticism,
esotericism and mysticism are modern constructs, each psawdeith different nuances that

can assist in asking the sort of dialectical questions that will result in a more honest assessment
and thick description of religion and theigious traditions we study.

7,89&-,(,"%$*3#-*%:,*2,-%&3&'4%,

12 credits of corsework and Zzemester enroliment in RELI 600 GEM Research Forum (1 credit
course)are required.
¥ 3 Theory-Intensive Core Courses
Students are required to complete aoeirse inGnosticism (RELI 581)onecourse in
the Esotericism (RELI 587)and onecoursein Mysticism (RELI 558)
¥ 1 Thematic Course(from list of approved courses; see April DeConick or Jeff Kripal)
¥ 2 semesters of RELI 600 GEM Research Forum
Students are required to enroll in consecutive Fall and Spring semestegstidel same
academic yearAlthough only one year of enroliment is required, students are
encouraged to participate in the Forum throughout their time at Rice.
¥ Submission ofintention of Completion of GEM Certificatgin-house form) to the
department coordinator, a semester ivaate of bestowal. Certificates will be awarded
each spring at our departmental graduation ceremony.

"H%0&$' (1) &0 (+] #-. (Y &HS/10$1%24-3 ! $4(156
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Theory-Intensive Core Courses (3)

These courses are essential to the certificate because they theorize the constructed categories
under study: Gosticism, Esotericism and Mysticism. They do so from the ancient world to the
modern period, giving students the necessary historical sweep to fully engage the categories and
the debates surrounding them.

RELI 581: Gnosticism Seminar (DeConick)

What is Ghosticism? This course covers the construction of the category Gnosticism by scholars
since the 1600s and its losganding association with the concept of heresy and the literature

and religions that people who call themselves Gnostics form. Liteoangl,shistorical and

cognitive methods are used to examine Gnostic religious currents and their survival into
modernity.

RELI 587: Western Esotericism Method and Theory (Fanger)

This course explores the relation between esoteric texts and the ideastérivEesotericism."
Examines primary writings from Agrippa to Madame Blavatsky and considers the historical and
methodological approaches emerging as Esotericism is constructed as an academic area.

RELI 558: Mysticism: Theories & Methods (Kripal and Parsons)

This course is a history of the development of the modern category of "mysticism" from the
seventeenth century to today, with side studies of cognate terms like "spirituality,” "metaphysical
religion," and the "paranormal,” as these forms of extreigious experience are by soeial
scientific and humanistic methods.

Thematic Courses (1)

Students are asked to select one additional thematic course which focuses on the study of one
particular area in detail. This focus should reflect the studemé¢@estn This list is kept updated
annually by the Department.

20152106 List of Thematic Courses

RELI 505: American Metaphysical Religion (Kripal)

RELI 522: IslamOs Mystical and Esoteric Tradition (Cook)
RELI 526:Magic and Popular Religion (Cook)

RELI 532: Advanced Tibetan Language & Culture (Klein)

RELI 541:CreatingMagic (Fanger)

RELI 551:Divine Sex (Fanger)

RELI 562:Kabbalah Seminar (Ogren)

RELI 566: Pain, Ecstasy & Embodiment in Religious Experience (Fanger)
RELI 570:Buddhist Wisdom Texts (Kle)n

RELI 574: The Bible and the Brain (DeConick)

RELI 588:The History of Religions School (Kripal)

RELI 589: Mutants and Mystig¥ripal)

RELI 602:The Sacred Spaces of Secular Modernism (Brennan)
RELI 615: Secret Religion (DeConick)

"H%0&$' (1) &0 (+] #-. (Y &HS/10$1%24-3 ! $4(156
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RELI 600 GEM Researd Forum (2 conseutive semesters)

This forum meets monthly throughout the semester. Its purpose is for faculty and students to
share, discuss and critique their current researckp{gskcation) in GEM subjects in order to

improve the quality of the papeand to mentor students in formal academic etiquette and oral
communication skills. Students are asked to write academic reflections of each event,

identifying key insights and issu#sat may impact their own research as scholars. At the end of

the year, a conference is hosted on a GEM subject. An external keynote speaker is invited.
Students are asked to participate as presiders, organizers, and speakers. This is meant to provide
students with the opportunity to learn how to organize and host conferences, improve their oral
communication skills, and to network with scholars at other institutions.

"#$%&$'(1) &%o*(+!,#-.(%&#$/10$1%2L-3 ! ,$4(1 56
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Please submit this completed form to the Administea@woordinator in HUMA 225 when you
have fulfilled the following the requirements.*

Name

Projected date of PhD graduation

I RELI 581: Gnosticism Seminar
Semester enrolled and completed:
I RELI 587: Western Esotericism Method and Theory

Semeter enrolled and completed:

I RELI 588: Mysticism: Theories and Methods
Semester enrolled and completed:

I' One thematic course from following list.
Course number and name:
Semester enrolled and completed:

RELI 505:
RELI 522:
RELI 526:
RELI 532:
RELI 541:
RELI 551:
RELI 562:
RELI 566:
RELI 570:
RELI 574:
RELI 588:
RELI 589:
RELI 602:
RELI 615:

American Metaphysal Religion (Kripal)

IslamOs Mystical and Esoteric Tradition (Cook)
Magic and Popular Religion (Cook)

Advanced Tibetan Language & Culture (Klein)
Creating Magic (Fanger)

Divine Sex (Fanger)

Kablalah Seminar (Ogren)

Pain, Ecstasy & Embodiment in Religious Experience (Fanger)
Buddhist Wisdom Texts (Klein)

The Bible and the Brain (DeConick)

The History of Religions School (Kripal)

Mutants and Mystiq¥ripal)

The Sacred Spaces of Secular Modernism (Brennan)
Secret Religion (DeConick)

I 2 semesters (minimum) of RELI 600 GEM Research Forum
Semester enrolled and completed:
Semester enrolled and completed:

I Attach one pagr you have written for a class, conference presentation, or publication that you
think implements or incorporates into your own subdiscipline the knowledge and theoretical
perspectives you have learned by participating in this certification program

I Attach a 1000 word essay describing how your paper implements or incorporates into your
own subdiscipline the knowledge and theoretical perspectives you have learned by participating
in this certification program

*We are allowed to graduate two students aryeith this certificate and its stipend. If more than two students
apply in any given year, students closest to PhD graduation will be given preference and the other students will be
placed in the queue.

"HS8S$' (1) 8Y0*(+ #-.(Y&HS/10$1%2L-3 !
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